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Cow Signals

CPD to Die for – Are you a Hoofcare Professional?

This week saw the completion of our White Line Atlas course for 
hoofcare professionals. A small group of up to three delegates, 
had the opportunity to trim 100 feet over three days and become 
confident on the technique..

Not a single foot was measured for length, instead we spend 
considerable time training our eye for the desirable hoof size and 
shape by utilising the various biomarkers from the White Line, to 
the Heel Fulcrum, Pressure Ridge, Breakover point, Normal Sole 
Thickness. We also focused on before each cow was trimmed, 
assessing the posture and gait. From Thurl location to hock 
position and hairlines, all predetermine what shape the hoof will 
take.

We assessed cow and foot, took time to see what evidence the 
animal was providing us with, aiming to let the cow do the work at 
One Size Does Not Fit All.

Our next course in March is now fully booked, further dates in May 
onward will be put up. If you are looking for high quality CPD, why 
don’t you join us in a course with other like-minded professionals? 

For more info visit: mendipvets.net/shop/white-line-atlas

White Line Atlas

What does 2, 3 and 23 have in common?

Lameness is a considerable issue in the dairy industry, with large 
number of cattle exiting the herd because of it. To breed cattle 
that are less likely to develop solar ulcers or digital dermatitis is of 
huge interest. 

Lameness affects cows in a variety of ways from impacting their 
welfare to reducing productivity and increasing the chance of 
culling. Particularly for infectious lameness and on a micro-level, 
the animal’s ability to resist disease can be translated into how 
good the integrity of the skin is, the skin’s capacity to mount a 
prompt immune response to a pathogen and the speed of wound 
healing.

Research has indicated that areas of the genome, particularly 
chromosomes 3, 23 and 2 are associated with digital dermatitis, 
interdigital hyperplasia and solar haemorrhage respectively. 
Selecting the most suitable sires along with reducing 
environmental risks to lameness, can deliver over time a healthier 
herd. We can help you achieve this by utilising a wealth of tools, 
such as AHDB Herd Genetic Reports, Signet Database coupled 
with genomic tissue sampling, which depending on the lab can 
examine for over 150,000 genes. We also apply Single-step 
analysis to calculate GEBV, through our own statistical modelling 
package.

For more info visit:mendipvets.net/shop/advanced-hoofcare

Shut the stable door after the horse (or the cow) has bolted
One might say that when a cow is sick it is too late, the welfare 
and financial damage is done. If there was an early warning 
system to monitor cow risk factors, which when they are 
addressed would reduce disease incidence and improve cow 
lifespan.

An average case of lameness is estimated to cost a conservative 
£200, mastitis also approximately £200 and ketosis in the region 
of £250. Reducing the incidence of each one by 3 fewer cases 
out of every 100 cows per year, it will translate into a saving of 
£600, £600 and £750 respectively. Nearly £2,000 per year.

Applying CowSignals in herd management is a structured way to 
measure welfare and productivity. An early warning system that 
covers critical aspects of your enterprise, water, air, light, rest, 
space and feed. Train yourself and your staff in becoming more 
aware, more efficient and focusing on what matters

For more info visit: mendipvets.net/shop/cowsignals

https://mendipvets.net/
https://mendipvets.net/shop/white-line-atlas/
https://mendipvets.net/shop/advanced-hoofcare/
https://mendipvets.net/shop/cowsignals/


Genomics

Infertile rams are responsible for increased number of cull ewes 
and reduced number of lambs born.

There are two ways to determine whether a ram is fertile, pre-
tupping semen evaluation or wait and see. If we wait and see and 
the ram is infertile, it will then be too late. A profitable flock is one 
that ewes lamb in a tight period, produces lots of lambs and 
finishes them early. Finally, there is the purchase cost of the ram, 
particularly one of a high genetic value, which we cannot risk 
being of poor fertility.

Ram Semen Breeding Evaluation is relatively quick and easy and 
can take place next to where the rams are kept. You shall be 
provided an instant answer, ensuring your flock’s potential can be 
realized.

For more info visit: mendipvets.net/fertility

Fertility

DIY AI it is not just about saving time and money by serving cows 
at the right time. It is a whole new skill aimed to allow you to take 
charge of your herd’s reproductive performance.

Our training groups include a maximum of 4 delegates or less. 
Our training is blended, simulators and live cows. This allows the 
tutor to best demonstrate the technique to even the most 
challenging situations. Then once the principles have been 
established, you will be practicing on cows.

This is better for students and for cows. Our success rate has 
exponentially increased, it is now only 1 in 5 or less that don’t 
make the mark. See what others have to say:

https://mendipvets.net/diy-ai-course-run-by-a-super-patien…/

For more info visit: mendipvets.net/shop/diyai

Infectious diseases, such as BVD, IBR, Johnes, Lepto, Neospora, 
bTB can go undetected in a herd for a very long time.

From not thriving to poor pregnancy rates, they can affect animals, 
the herd and the farming enterprise. Their impact is not just on 
health and welfare, but productivity and profitability also.

From monitoring for certain infectious diseases to protecting your 
herd and enterprise against them. Focusing on one disease, such 
as BVD or bTB to joining an accreditation scheme, such as 
CHeCS. We are here to listen and help you prioritise

For more info visit: mendipvets.net

Hidden Costs
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